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“A human being is a part of the whole, called by us ‘Universe’, a part limited in time and 
space. We now experience ourselves, our thoughts and feelings as something separated 
from the rest… a kind of optical delusion of our consciousness. This delusion is a 
prison for us. 
 
Our task must be to free ourselves from this prison by widening our circle of 
compassion to embrace all living creatures and the whole of nature in her beauty.” 
 

Albert Einstein 
 
 
Hi everyone and thank you all for another excellent, stimulating, intense and fun week – roll on next 
Tuesday.  
 
To help me maintain my focus and earth some of the overspill of inspiration and information from the 
past week I have taken it upon myself (again) to put some of the issues raised to virtual paper, in the 
form of the possible ASH TREE blog/journal. Unfortunately, I do not have the know-how or skills to 
create the BLOG myself but would love to know, so maybe a BLOG creation workshop of some 
description would be a good idea to get the show on the road, before my ponderings drive you all 
round the bend!!?? 
 
Obviously, the things I have written are only my personal response and opinion, sometimes sensible 
and sometimes provocatively irrational, toward some of the issues we have raised during the past 
week, but hopefully they are of some interest and relevance to the group as a whole, especially with 
reference to the development of the MA Art & Environment BLOG and subsequent spin off 
magazines and publications. It would be great to hear or see some kind of report on Monday’s Eden 
Project visit and radio recording, to put some photos and more text with my one-sided Pottager’s 
write up (Bryony?) and to know why technology always has a tendency to go wrong at just the right 
time?! Of course, I understand that most of you have exciting and busy lives without the sad option 
of sitting in front of a computer deliberating on such issues, but I sincerely look forward to any 
comments or further articles or topics raised so that we can really start making this communication a 
group reality.  
 
Best wishes, 
Pete ! 
 



Allotments and Local Food Directory 
  
“Let’s stop treating our soil like dirt! The Land belongs to itself. If anything we belong 
to it…as much as earthworms or corn plants. We rise up a while and sink back in…. we 
borrow our lives from it.” 

From Nancy Paddock’s one-woman one-act play called Planting in the Dust 
 
 

   

The Pottager Menu 
  
Starter 
Watercress Soup with Goats Cheese 
and Olive Bread 
 
Main Course 
Wild Sorrel and Hazelnut Pesto Pizza 
Roasted Squash Stew 
Spicy Coriander Omelette 
Garden Salad with fresh peas, 
nasturtium and rosemary flowers and 
an elderflower vinegar dressing 
 
Drinks 
Sage Tea with honey 
Dandelion Beer 
Elderflower Cordial 
 
Dessert 
Apple and Rosehip Crumble 
 
(Many Thanks to Pete and all at Pottager) 

While the ideas for a course allotment at the RANE Hut excites me for its educational and 
‘permacultural’ potential, I cannot wait quite that long for its produce to supplement my 
daily bread – maybe its taking the idea of slow food a little too far!? Would it be possible 
for the ‘Locals’ to compile or point the way to a simple directory of cheap and accessible 
local food providers and producers so that the ‘Blow-ins’ can avoid shopping at Asda  
– many thanks ! 
!



 
 

emotional EARTH 
A Question of Art and Science 
 
During Thursday’s seminar ‘Drawing down knowledge’ we briefly raised the question of how 
Art and Science may differ; John bringing up the possibility of ‘subjective science’, rather 
than the purely objective and decontextualised notion of pure science, with particular 
reference to data collection… 
 
We have also spent some time looking at a range of images representing various aspects of 
environmental and ecological art, including the film KOYANAQATSI (a life out of balance)… 
 
Possibly with the exception of the film which combined images of human vulnerability and 
needless destruction with an innately connective musical score (and some rather disturbing 
80’s fashion!?), something that has struck me is the lack of emotion in the majority of these 
images and ideas, the dispassionate portrayal and treatment of the very subject upon 
which all our lives, and all life, depends, expressed through an almost consciously literal 
adherence to the data as fact. As much as I can appreciate the ecological efficacy of 
some of these Art Actions, there is still little acknowledgement of the emotion which has 
initially fuelled them… 



Whether this is based in the modernist or postmodern masculine trends of contemporary art 
or more generally within society as a whole, that is arguably founded in a detached and 
empirical scientific worldview that has no room for messy emotions which may ‘cloud’ our 
logical judgement, may lead us to some answers regarding the original question…  
 
Indeed, what part does ‘emotion’ play in Contemporary Art? Can Contemporary Art merely 
present us with frameworks upon which to place our emotions as viewers? Is it simply 
unfashionable to bring the element of emotion into our work? Maybe Art’s role is to evoke 
emotional responses or to emulate emotion for particular ends? Is the potential power of Art, 
as opposed to Science, its freedom to gather, engage with and interpret data subjectively, 
emotively, intuitively and hence more holistically?...  
 
Arbitrarily, it seems that photographic images may carry the most emotional charge, along 
with performance and music, although the sheer scale and elemental implications of some 
environmental art can also convey the sense of awe and mystery associated with natural 
phenomenon… 
 
My own relationship with the planet, with landscape and the life forms that 
inhabit it is a deeply emotional one, my reason for pursuing my work as an artist 
being intensely passionate and heartfelt, as I am sure it is with all of us. 
Although certainly rooted somewhat in nostalgia and memory, this emotion is 
not a sentimental one nor one of pity, but one based in the recognition and 
gratitude for the miracle of my transitory life in this wondrous universe and born 
out of a respect for my connection and empathy with the commonality of this 
experience, the cycle of life and death, the beauty of creation, and the sense 
of detachment and loss…  
 
This sensation and realisation was further confirmed by my emotional and symbolically 
charged walk through Falmouth to the sea; the simplicity of reflecting and relating objects 
and incidents from the intimately experiential environment with elements and 
correspondences of my inner world and landscape acting as a reminder, and renewed 
acceptance, of the importance of acknowledgement of my emotional self… 
 
As an artist hoping to engage others with aspects of the environment as a response and in 
response to the present global environmental crisis, the role of art as opposed to science I 
propose is essentially an emotional one, with the potential for emulative evocation toward 
an holistic world view, engaging people on more levels than one of merely intellect. Without 
emotion, or at least an acknowledgement of the more femininely attributed notions of 
intuition, emotion and sensuality, I question environmental and ecological arts effectiveness 
as a means of creative engagement in response to the present global crisis… 
 
I have attached a song (possibly illegally!?), The Blackbird by Rachel Unthank & the 
Winterset, which I feel strongly illustrates these ideas and also the rhythmic and temporal 
combinatory power of music and lyric, as opposed to the merely visual arts as a means for 
emotive and energetic engagement, while also raising questions about the pertinence and 
moral implications of anthropomorphisation (imposing human emotions and perceptions 
onto other aspects and elements of the natural world) within the same context and the 
renewed relevance of animism as a spiritual stance for an eco-sensitive world society… 
 

!Pete Ward October 2010 
 

Illustration “Bloodflow (earth pigments on driftwood; Peter Ward 2009) 
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Biodiversity Action 
 
Thank you Daro for the link to George Monbiot’s excellent and damning tirade on biodiversity action 
(http://www.monbiot.com/archives/2010/10/04/saving-species/) and for making me wonder why I 
am worrying about the difference between environmental and ecological art or what cover to put 
on my artist’s journal, when I should be taking up arms against the capitalist state or smashing the 
heads of world power and wondering just what it will take for change to actually be realized!? But 
seriously I would like to know what direct action I, as an individual, can take to plausibly affect the 
status quo right now? Who can I write to and with what hoped for outcome… 
 
 
Dear Mr MP for Torridge/Falmouth,  
Please make the wholesale destruction of the Planet and all that is essential for our 
health, happiness and survival STOP!!! I did not vote for you in the recent election 
because you showed no particular interest in the environment nor in the quality of life 
for those less fortunate than yourself, but you are however my elected representative in 
this ‘Democracy’ that we hold so dear, so what action are YOU as an individual and a 
Member of Parliament, elected to safeguard and promote the well-being of this nation and 
its people, going to take to stop the destruction?!  
Yours extremely hopefully, pleadingly DESPERATELY and impatiently… 
!
 
Of course, realistically I know that the only reasonable course of action is just what we are doing – 
taking steady and intelligent steps towards a vision of an ecologically resilient society – I would 
however love to know of any lobbying actions or organizations that I may become involved in to 
make me feel that I am doing something direct and positive with regards such issues, of how I can 
creatively use my frenetically passionate earth-energy to good cause or where I may find out about 
them, at least – any ideas anybody? 
 
And, as if magic, almost as if the universe were listening, a new email appears from Daro with the 
option to ‘please write to Princes today and tell them to stop canning ocean 
destruction’… 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Some Further Thoughts… 
 
Resurgence Subscription – Would anyone be interested in a group subscription to Resurgence 
Magazine to be kept in the Garden Studio? This high quality internationally renown bi-monthly 
magazine has been looking at issues of Art, Earth & Spirit for 45 years, is produced in North Devon 
and is well worth a regular read. 
 
Rocky Shore Ecology Session – I have had a few requests from members of the group to ask my 
brother (an experienced marine biologist, ecologist and outdoor educator) to run a workshop on the 
beach to look at rocky shore ecology. If this is of interest to all, and does not interfere or overlap with 
Daro’s plans, I could try to arrange a session with him – just let me know. 
 

Happy Weekend ! and I look forward to seeing you all soon, Px 


