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Thoughts, Actions and Events Pertaining to an Eco-sensitive World-view 

 

                                                                                                           WELCOME  
 

Firstly, great to welcome James to the group this week, and to meet up with NATALIA 
EERNSTMAN, the RANE Phd Student (NB, she has asked to be included in our mailing list so 
have added her address to this mailing). Natalia is researching the Uses of Art Practice in 

Education toward Sustainability, and is presently in Oslo at the GENTLE ACTION Conference, 
lucky her!! Hopefully she will tell us about it on her return.  

 

                                                                                                              BLOG UPDATE 
  
With this third ‘Æ the ash tree’ NEWSLETTER I am hoping to start creating a structure for the 
possible course BLOG - by using the DiA&E topic list we already have a good starting point; 
add to this headings such as ALLOTMENTS, FIELD TRIPS, PERSONAL PROFILES, INTRODUCTION 
TO MA A&E COURSE, HOW TO USE THE BLOG, FILM LIST, RESOURCE RECOMMENDATIONS 
(books, websites, magazines, films, TV programs, etc) and we are getting a picture of the 
potential for the ‘TREE’-like BLOG structure.  
 
Decisions also have to be made regarding PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY to all or aspects of the site 
and the best system to use (WORDPRESS, PING etc?). These ideas have been formulated in 
conversation with Daniela and Natalia, and inspired by the MA design departments 
BLOG/JOURNAL ideas discussed during the RESEARCH METHODS seminar. (Natalia also 
mentioned Jeannie Sinclair who is researching ‘Creative Archiving and Accessibility’ for her 
Phd, although I am not clear whether she is studying at UCF?) Any ideas or knowledge 
about setting up an appropriate BLOG are most welcome… 

“Without Vision the People will Perish” 
old biblical saying 



                                                            FIELD TRIP TO GOONHILLY WIND FARM 211010 
 
Brilliant, Fantastic, Awesome, Brill, Fun and even Educational !! What an incredible 
environmental space to play in – made me want to dance! BLOODY HELL!! (said Sue). Am 
looking forward to growing our very own windmils on the allotment!!? Really must go back 
again if possible and really looking forward to seeing everyone’s photos…  
 
On my drive home along the A30, maybe twenty turbines were turning fast in the soft sunset 
glow, the full moon rising behind the ‘Cornish Alps’, a beautiful end to the day giving hope 
of a clearer future… 
 

                                                                                                              MINI FIELD TRIPS 
 
Any ideas for places to go in relation to our interests as individuals or as a group or just 
beautiful and inspiring places are would be great... Some of us have a better local 
knowledge or just have favourite places that we want to share, and some of us have 
transport to share for easier access… Any ideas for Tuesday 26th?   
 

                                           CREATIVE SURGERY/RESEARCH EXCHANGE GROUP 
 
It seems appropriate at this stage to start getting together more formally, in line with Sara’s 
REG guidelines, in small groups to focus on and discuss our project ideas and issues 
surrounding our practice. Some of us are renting studios or are just eager to start making stuff 
in relation to all the new ideas and information we are receiving, but would appreciate the 
support to embark on new actions within a predominantly unfamiliar field. As Sara said, 
between us we have a huge wealth of experience whether as artists or from our particular 
fields of study with which we may help each other…  
 
As MA students we are expected to work on our own initiative to a greater extent, so to 
create such groups now is helping to create an essential and beneficial part of our future 
practice. At present to simply allow each other time to air our thoughts and ideas in a 
positive and supportive environment I think would be really useful… 
 
If anyone would like to meet on Tuesday afternoons before social evening let me know… 



 

                                                                        PART-TIME MEETING SPACE 
 
Some concern has been aired regarding the lack of an appropriate space for part-time 
members of the group to gather, without imposing on the limited studio space afforded the 
full timers… Personally I feel that as ‘Environmental Artists’ it is our prerogative to adapt and 
engage with the environment that we have in a creative way responding to the resources 
available (so there!!??), so surely we can find somewhere we can meet up on or off 
campus, when and if the need arises… We have already been offered the use of the old 
office in the Arwenack Building as a temporary project space, which I feel would be really 
useful for the Research Exchange Groups proposed above… 
 

                                                                                          TUESDAY SOCIAL EVENINGS 
 
Many thanks to Clare for her hospitality at her house last Tuesday evening. It seems this could 
become a regular gathering with the possibility of a lucky dip dinner gathering at Daniela’s 
this week. Everybody welcome… 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

                                                                    SOFT SCIENCE 
 

Continuing with the ideas from last week about emotion in art and science as a means of 
engaging people with environmental issues, I received this email in response to a 

conversation with a friend… 
 

“Hi Pete 
… this morning I read an article in a magazine about the scientific researcher Jane 

Goodall. She studied chimpanzees back in the 60's and continues to campaign for them 



and their habitats today. Jane has numerous PhD's and has made groundbreaking 
discoveries but is criticized for sentimentality and patronized for giving the chimps names. 

Yet, as the article went on to say, it was precisely her emotive response to the animals 
that makes her such an effective communicator. As Jane said, "if you tell stories which 

get into peoples hearts, they change." 
  

It made me think about what you were talking about at the weekend. Science is so 
caught up with being objective it forgets how to engage with the general public. 

Collaboration with artists can give that important and essential human face to scientific 
findings and if we can get into people's hearts change may happen. And in the light of all 
the spending cuts, science seems to be the only area that is holding onto all its money, 

now is definitely the time for artists to offer that service!!” 
 

Also another Resurgence article last month brought up some relevant points in a review of a 
book, The Running Sky: A Birdwatching Life by Tim Dee, which chronicles his move from a 

‘cold’ scientific approach to ornithology toward his more holistic and poetic interpretation 
of his relationship with his life’s passion.   
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It simply isn’t cricket, after all!  
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